
July 19, 2020 

 

Dear Walton Families, 

Well, as I said last week, plans are certainly tentative and can change at any time.  By now, you probably 

have seen the announcement by the Cobb County School District that the 2020-2021 school year will 

begin on Monday, August 17th fully virtual for an unspecified amount of time. Here is a link to the district 

announcement: 

http://cobbcast.cobbk12.org/?p=33616 

The District’s announcement to start virtual left me with many questions and ideas swirling in my head 

as I am sure many of you do as well.   I have not yet received district guidelines but I have already 

started creating a list of considerations and questions to ensure that when I do receive the information 

we will be ready to start on a new plan to ensure each and every day we are working to accomplish our 

mission which is to “Educate, Inspire, Empower” our students so that Walton continues to provide 

opportunities to challenge and develop the whole student so each individual has the skills necessary to 

successfully navigate their future.  We all want to return face to face as quickly as possible, but until we 

can our mission and vision will guide our planning and be our focus as we consider how to best serve our 

students and the entire Walton community.  I want to thank all of you that have reached out in support 

as we make the best out of our current, less than ideal situation.   

On a personal note, I have experienced a full range of emotions since the District’s announcement that 

we will start virtual… sadness for our students and teachers who need and desire to be together, 

sadness for the loss of the Walton traditions we expect each year, sadness that I will not be able to tell 

kids great job or give them hugs as we pass in the hallway, fear as we tackle the unknown, and a degree 

of relief as it relates to the health of each person who comes to Walton each day.  I became a teacher to 

teach students, not just my subject area, math was the vehicle that allowed me to be a part of the lives 

of students I taught.  There is nothing more exciting for me to hear from our former students and know 

that our Walton staff played a role in helping them become successful adults, parents, and 

professionals.  I am thankful I was led down this path and given this opportunity to have an impact on 

our Walton students and families.  We can all agree that learning in a digital format will have challenges; 

however, I do want all Walton families to know that I am committed to ensuring that our students are 

provided the high- quality learning experience Walton families expect.    

With Raider Pride, 

Catherine Mallanda 

Principal 
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